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   ENRICHED MODERN WORLD HISTORY SYLLABUS 
 
Course Description: 
 
World History is a required social studies course.  Students study major turning points that shaped the modern 
world, from the late eighteenth century through the present, including the cause and course of the two world 
wars.  They trace the rise of democratic ideas and develop an understanding of the historical roots of current 
world issues, especially as they pertain to international relations.  They will realize from the American 
experience that democratic ideals are often achieved at a high price, remain vulnerable and are not practiced 
everywhere in the world. Students develop an understanding of current world issues and relate them to their 
historical, geographic, political, economic, and cultural contexts.  The study of current world issues, their 
origins, and the growing interdependence of people and cultures throughout the world are a primary focus.  The 
California state standards provide the framework for this class. 
 
The course covers a period of more than 250 years and highlights the intensification of a truly global history as 
people, products, diseases, knowledge, and ideas spread around the world as never before. The course begins 
with a turning point: the important transition in European systems of governance from divine monarchy to a 
modern definition of a nation-state organized around principles of the Enlightenment.  
 
As students move through the years 1750 through the present, they consider how a modern system of 
communication and exchange drew peoples of the world into an increasingly complex network of relationships 
in which Europe and the United States exerted great military and economic power. They explore how people, 
goods, ideas, and capital traveled throughout and between Asia, Africa, the Americas, and Europe. They 
analyze the results of these exchanges. The ability to see connections between events and larger social, 
economic, and political trends may be developed by having students consider the most fundamental changes of 
the era: 
 
 **  The intensification of the movement toward a global market aided by rapid transportation of          
       goods around the world, powerful international financial institutions, and instantaneous            
       communication. 
 
 **  The emergence of industrial production as the dominant economic force that shaped the world        
       economy and created a related culture of consumption. 
 
 **  Increasing human impact on the natural and physical environment through the growth in world        
       population, especially urban settings where populations  engaged in mass consumption through        
       mechanical and chemical developments related to the Industrial Revolution. 
 
 **  Imperial expansion across the globe and the growth of nation-states as the most common form of        
       political organization. 
 
 **  The application of industrial technology and scientific advancements to the development of            
       mechanized warfare, which drew millions of people into the experience of “total war” 
 
 **  The conflict between economic and political systems that defined the post– World War II period. 
 
 **  The emergence of ideas of universal rights and popular sovereignty for all individuals, regardless         
       of gender, class, religion, or race, which spread around the world. 



 
 
There is an abundant amount of material to cover. As such, you will be required to read (and be responsible for) 
material from the textbook that I will AND will not cover in class, along with outside supplementary reading 
materials/sources.  Students will also be exposed to the use of primary & secondary sources in history, and their 
use in answering DBQ’s (document based questions). Additionally, students will be required to keep and take 
notes during class presentations, participate in class and group discussions, complete both individual and group 
projects, compose essays and writing assignments, and take quizzes and tests over material covered in class 
and/or over material from the textbook.  Enriched World History is considered a “preparatory” course for to 
potentially take AP U.S. History. Because AP U.S. History requires a lot of essay writing, one of the course 
objectives will be to work on writing a thesis statement, develop a thesis paragraph, and eventually a thesis 
essay.  Throughout the year we will also be focusing on current events of the world today. 
 
 
Classroom Expectations: 
 

 Be in your seat and ready to work when the tardy bell rings. 
 Be respectful to everyone in class. Derogatory comments will not be tolerated. 
 Have all electronic devices turned off. 
 Be prepared to actively participate in the daily discussions. 
 Absences from school are your responsibility. It is your responsibility to find out what 

was missed in class. 
 Plagiarized assignments will receive no credit. 

 
The course is designed to help students: 
 

  think critically and analytically 
  write persuasively  
  discuss articulately  
  read extensively with content mastery and discernment  
  The course is designed to promote sophisticated research and writing appropriate for students of history  
  The course includes techniques in advanced research 

 
Course Evaluation: 
 
Students will receive objective and essay quizzes on a regular basis to check for recall and understanding of 
assigned readings and daily notes.  Unit tests will conclude each major block of material.  A comprehensive 
final or final project will conclude the semester.  Students will also choose, develop, and complete several 
projects, of an individual and group nature, from a series of selected topics.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
HINTS TO BE SUCCESSFUL: 

Don’t wait until the last minute: If a project or a paper is due on a Friday, don’t wait until Thursday night to 
start it. It will generally come out poorly, and your grade will be affected by it.  Starting early= less stress, more 
time, and a better grade.  

Come to school everyday: The more school you miss, the more work you will have to make up when you 
return.  If you do miss class, it is your responsibility to see me for any work you may have missed. 

Ask for help: I get paid to help you figure things out, so ask for help. Just remember, help does not mean I will 
“give” you the answer, I will help you learn how to find it yourself.  

Decide what you want and then work for it:  Everyone in this class starts with an A.  The students who want 
to keep their A figure out what they need to do to keep it. You get to decide what grade you want to earn, my 
job is to guide and help you earn what grade you want. Part of my job is to motivate, inspire, bug, annoy, 
whisper, shout, and talk…. Etc.  (In other words, anything I can think of to get you to do your work, so you can 
be successful).  

 

 

I  __________________________________________ (Student) have read the syllabus and am aware of Mr. 
Kevorkian’s expectations for the 2019/2020 year. 

 

Student Signature __________________________________________   Date _______________ 

 

I  ______________________________________________ (Parent/Guardian) have read the syllabus and am 
aware of Mr. Kevorkian’s expectations for my son/daughter for the 2019/2020 year. 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature __________________________________________   Date  ______________ 

 

Parent/Guardian home phone ______________________________   Cell  _____________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian email  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 


